
Hi Andrew
I'm sorry but there's no way that I'm going to place an order today.

The Group does not need Vista - we'll stick with XP as it's much more stable.  Just Google 'Vista problems'.

I just don't feel comfortable - both from the 'buying over the web' angle and from the perspective of what we are buying.  
We've never actually sat down and defined (and agreed) what we want.  That's a Committee decision and whilst they are 
advised by us, they do need to be involved.  Palenque has only just come back from holiday.

At the end of the day we only need a PC that will allow us to store all our music and play it from a play-list.  If it was my 
money I'd buy something low end, and I certainly would not go for Vista.  The Dell site says that the Vostro is 'for 
businesses with simple or no networking who need an affordable soln for everyday tasks' - sounds like us.

I still believe that we should tabulate our needs, agree them, put some weightings on things like playlists/plays 
video/writes CDs/writes DVD's etc.  We want a machine that we don't have to fiddle with - it must be set up and left at St 
Margaret's Hall.  You say that we want plenty of grunt for editing - what are we editing?  Play-lists don't need grunt.  We 
really only need an entry point machine - if there's a really good deal for a bit more money then we should choose that.

I really don't see what the rush is. Executive decisions are great - but I don't yet have a warm feeling about it; I think we're 
reacting to what happens to be on special today.

I have transferred some money so that there will be no problem accessing the funds.

When does Jenny get back?

Martin

Martin Williams
IT Strategist
Strategy and Architecture, IT Branch
Western Power - 363 Wellington Street Perth WA 6000 [map]

T: (08) 9326 6077
E: martin.williams@westernpower.com.au
W: www.westernpower.com.au
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To
Martin.Williams@westernpower.com.au

cc

Subject
folkdancing laptop

hello.
i am sorry i keep hassling you but we need to sort out what laptop we are getting it is just the dell inspiration 
only has ram upgrade till the end of today. and the ram upgrade dosnt come round very often. my dad, i and 
mum all think that the vostro would be useless for you guys simply because it dosnt have much power or 
anything and dell says it is only suitable for web browsing and emails. where as they say the inspiration is good 
for music, video, web browsing and photoghraphs. you guys have plenty of money to spend on it so why not. 
also i checked and the vostro does not have a sound card upgrade youguys will need this.
hope to here from you soon and i hope we come to an agreement
thanks
Andrew

John Whaite’s
If you're looking to spend over $1000, I got the following for Alia for a little over $1200 through a colleague:-

MSI MegaBook VR701 Intel Core Duo 2GHz, 17"WXGA Gloss.,120GB, 1GB. DVDRW, Vista Home Premium 802.11ABG. 
Intel GMA950 Graphics. Gigabit Lan, Firewire, 2x USB2.0
The only thing special about it is the 17" screen, and I think the burner is DL.  The disk is partitioned with 30G for OS and 
programs, and about half of that looks to be used by Vista!  We could probably get XP instead of Vista, but I'd have to check 
on that.
But please don't take this as a reason to procrastinate.

Ex John Williams

If you go to dell.com.au/savings, and click on the vostro 1000, click on more details. Then there are two options, the cheaper 
one has a slower processor, but the cheaper one has free upgrade to 120Gb HD (which is probably good for you) - then just 
customise it, add the battery.
 
The dell website is a rabbit warren, where the price you get can depend on how you get there - people seem to have done 
phd's on how to get the best price out of dell.
 
I wouldn't buy one of these PC's to develop software on and work on all day, but I'm sure it will suit your needs - and it's the 
philsophy I used when buying a PC for home.
 



Yes, it has a DVD writer
 
You can upgrade the memory to 1Gb for $50 - but you would probably be okay with 512Mb, really - particularly if you opt for 
windows XP rather than vista (which I would recommend for reliability and compatability, just google "vista problems") - if you 
think you might want the memory, or to mitigate risk, go for the upgrade now.
 
 
As for monitors, I was thinking of buying a dell 19" widescreen monitor for home for $250 - if you buy one with a notebook it 
only costs $200. Having said that, if I get it through the company I would be better off. They do an extremely nice 24" monitor 
which normally costs about a grand - which is only $700 with a notebook. Dave has one of these and it's quite spectacular 
(and would possibly make a really good teevee - not that I've seen it run as a tv).
 
Cheers
John

Hi Martin,
I got back Sunday early am. It was good to have a couple of days off before being back at work. I really don't know much 
about this. Only thing I would comment, is that we are bound to want to play DVDs on the laptop at sometime so might want a 
reasonable graphics card. The only other thing I can think, is to know the dimensions of each computer, so that we know if 
they'd fit in our cupboard reasonably easily. I gather we only plan to get one computer at this stage, see how it goes, get it set 
up, then possibly get a second for Saturday group.
 
Do we know if the cheaper system comes with warranty, etc etc.? Can the DELL come with Windows XP?
I would have thought ~$1100 was reasonable price for a laptop and instinctively I think the other must be missing something 
we'd need to be that cheap, but I really don't know!
 
I have never bought anything over the net and not real keen to start on this. 
If you or JennyC are confident to buy the system, please go ahead and then get reimbursement.
Cheers,
Palenque

... but that's a better machine (on account of the processor).
 
it might be worth getting the right thing - I don't know what your budget is.
 
then again at that price, the vostro 1500 would be a better machine ($1156, minimum spec, with XP Home and 9 cell battery) - 
free carry case.
 
-- also, they discount monitors with laptops - so if you know anyone who wants a monitor (like me)...
 
 
Isn't procurement fun 
 
:)



It's a bit more expensive than the other one.
 
If you're just using it for music, then I'd go the vostro 1000, which is $698 + $70 for the 9 cell battery. It has a slightly bigger 
screen, which is probably a disadvantage for you - but has the same size HD.
 
It only comes with 512Mb of memory - but if that's a concern then it's $50 to get a gig.
 
I'd get Windows XP - it takes less resources, and you're less likely to have compatability issues. (same cost)
 
If you're only after a machine to play music and write a few docs, web browsing etc, then that will be fine - the one you have 
sent has a faster processor - it depends on what it will be used for.
 
I usually go to dell.com.au/savings as an entry point - and the small business seems cheaper than the home.
 
The total for this would be $832, including 1Gb and the battery upgrade - might be better value. Compared to $1155 (with the 
battery), almost $300 more...
 
There are always specials on...
 
Give me a call if you want to discuss.
 
John

Dell™ Inspiron™ 1420
Lightweight Mobile 
Entertainment

A$1,099
Delivered. (Price Inc. Free 
Delivery).

E-Value Code

Q541008N

Product Details

DELL SPECIAL OFFERS
Free Upgrade to 2GB Memory.

Three days left

More Details

Processor
Intel® Centrino® Duo Processor 
Technology - Intel® Core™ 2 Duo 
Processor T5250 (1.5GHz/ 667 
FSB/ 2MB Cache)

Operating system
Genuine Windows Vista® Home 
Basic
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Memory
1GB*(2x512MB) 667MHz dual-
channel DDR2 SDRAM Memory 
Shared with Graphics

Harddrive
120GB 5400RPM SATA Hard Drive

Monitor
14.1” Widescreen WXGA 
(1280x800) TFT Display

Graphic Card
Intel® Integrated Graphics Media 
Accelerator X3100

Optical Device
8X max DVD+/-RW Drive with 
DVD+R double layer write 
capability

Anti-Virus
Norton Internet Security Trial

Service
1-Year Limited Next Business Day 
On-Site Service

G'day Jenny et al, 

According to John Williams it has a DVD burner.  I think a better backup option would be a USB hard drive, another couple of 
hundred bucks, but too easy for words. 

I don't see processor speed as a problem if we go for XP.  Our applications are music, which is pretty slow, not video editing 
or similar. 

I don't think we could hear the difference between a cheap and nasty sound card and a top shelf one, especially with our 
recordings. 

When is battery life going to be an issue? The advantage of a laptop is that it goes in the cupboard.  We need mains for the 
amplifier. 

Hi Guys
 
Andrew has looked up Martin's son's suggested PC and between us we have the following concerns :- 
 
It's not clear if it has a DVD burner (for the price probably not). I think we need this mainly to be able to do backups of our 
songs. I dumped all the I-Tunes I had at the time on to one (or was it 2) DVDs when we got them on to Jennifer's laptop. I'm 
not that fussed about Lightscribe that Andy is keen on as it seems to only come on laptops from $1600up.
 
Andrew was concerned about it being an AMD processor. He's just put one of those in his desktop and reckons it's slow. 
Suggests we go for Intel chip.
 



I agree about getting the absolute best battery life that we can. I think mine was advertised as lasting 4hrs and I think I've had 
a max of 2 1/2 and they seem to get worse over time.
 
As for the RAM and disk I think just about anything you can get these days would be perfectly adequate. Mine is 1Gb RAM 
and 60Gb disk and even though it gets slow sometimes I have a lot of other stuff on it and I-Tunes seems to run fine.
 
And the other thing was the sound card and sound output. I think mine has a superior sound output to the stock standard - it's 
Harmon Kardmon or something. John I'll leave this one to you.
 
So....maybe we go one up from the base level, check DVD burner, get best battery and best sound we can at that level?
 
Cheers
Jenny

Dad,

Here is the info on the laptop I was telling you about.

Dell Vostro 1000
Windows XP Home (can also chose Vista if you want - but the default option
is a more expensive one)
15.4" 1280x800
1Gb (2 x 512) - or upgrade to 2Gb (2 x 1Gb) for $99 extra
120Gb HD
Dual layer DVD +/-RW combo drive
Wireless
4-cell 29Whr battery (upgrade to 6-cell 53Wh for $37.40, or 9 cell 85Wh for
$83.60)
No carry case, but you can chose one when buying, from $56 - $75. Backpacks
are good for security - they look less stealable.

$816.20 delivered.

To get there, go to the dell site, click on Notebooks -> Small Business ->
Vostro Range (then hunt for it).

They have a special on for free screen upgrade for that model. It ends on
6/9/07 - but there are always specials on - so if you don't get one before
then, you might get a better special, like double memory, or bigger disk,
$100 off etc.

I think this is a good quality machine, and their service has been good in
our experience when we have needed it. But it's up to you. Delivery times
can range from 3 days to 2 weeks from my experience.

John



6. And finally, are you going to float the PC idea?  Our spec should include standard connection, adequate output levels, DVD 
writer, software for reading tapes and converting to DVD (ex VHS and audio), enough disk to support storage of old DVD 
material, swags of memory.  We should collect spec. input from John W and others.   Also note that our kids can buy gear 
through Harris Technologies at discount prices.


