
EARLYHISTORY

International Folk Dancing was introduced to Perth by Arthur Weston
(originally from the U.S.A.), Chris Druid-Sutton (from Sweden) and John
Watson of the WAFF, we think sometime in L972. The Stables in
Malcome St, Perth was one of the early venues.

Some of the early participants were Naomi Segal, Bob Sutton, Mary
Drake, Helen Tyrell, Ken Pinches, and Robyn(Utika) Juniper, who
remembers being asked to announce that the group was running in 1973,
on her ABC radio show.

By December 1975, the group had dwindled to only a handful, but
fortunately, Eve and David Blair arrived after 2 years in the U.S.A.
where International Folk Dancing was all the rage on University
campuses. They brought urith them many new dances and reels of taped
music and luckily bumped into Chris and Bob at the WAFF New Years
Eve Bush Dance.

So 1976 saw a re-activated group meeting on Monday nights in a now
demolished building in Museum St , Northbridge (where the State Ref
Library now is). Chris and Eve shared the teaching until about May
when Chris and Bob departed for Africa. Eve (by then 4 months
pregnant vrith Palenque) was then the main teacher with some help from
David and the occasional visiting teacher. I think Eve only missed one
week when Palenque was born!

I started coming to dancing in May L976,just before Chris and Bob left ,
at the encouragement of David Blair whom I had met in the IfWA
Physics Dept on my return from living in the U.K.

There were 30 to 40 people present on the first night and there were two
visiting young men teaching cossack style dancing- lots of leg kicking
whilst squating type of thing. Next day I was so stiff I could hardly walk
and very nearly did not come back the following week! Fortunately I
persevered and have been doing so for 20 years.

The first performa.nce I remember watching was at the Fremantle Arts
Centre Courtyard where I remember Mary Drake bursting into peals of
laughter when she made a mistake.

The first performance I was in myself was at the Quakers Annual Fair up
in Darlington. After the show I remember a woman complimenting us for
being so cleaver to be able to dance so many different dances all to the
same tune!

Pam Gunn


